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Statistical Analysis of Urban Rail Transit Operation
in the World in 2022: A Review
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Abstract: The article summarizes the statistics for 2022 on operation of urban rail transit systems in the world, which are
classified into metro, light rail and tram systems in line with the widely accepted international standards. The statistics show
that 545 cities in 78 countries or regions worldwide have hosted urban transit systems by the end of 2022, with the total length
reaching 41,386.12 kilometers, among which, the metro system accounts for 48.9%, the light rail 9.8% and the tram 41.3%.
Urban rail transit systems have been built and put into operation in 61 Chinese cities (including Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan)
and the total length in operation has reached 10,857.17 kilometers by the end of 2022, of which 10,291.96 km was in operation in
Chinese mainland. The ridership of metro and light rail worldwide totals 49.87 billion trips in 2021, with an average of 7,400
trips per day, including 25.69 billion passengers in China. It is found that China ranks the first in the world in terms of the size
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and ridership of its urban rail transit system networks. According to the statistics of domestic suburban railway lines, the
operating length is more than 2,954.67 km, and the length under construction is more than 2,826.91 km. Suburban railways

will provide strong support for the development of metropolitan areas and city clusters, make positive contributions to the

realization of the “dual carbon” vision, and lay the foundation for the construction of a transportation power.
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The top 10 cities in terms of operating length of different type of urban rail transit
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Table 3 Statistics of suburban railway operation lines
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Figure 5  Statistics of the maximum speed of suburban railways
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Figure 7 Length of suburban railways in Chinese cities
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Table 4 Length and numbers of suburban railway lines
in construction in China in 2022
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